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4 4 | Meeting of the Freeholders and other 8 of 
the Town 0 Y OSTON, 8. ualified and legally warned. 


' #n public Town-Meeting, aſſembled at re on 
Friday the 4th o J U LY, 4 5. 1794. | 
VOTED, 


TAT the SELECTMEN, be and hereby are 
appointed a Committee to wait on JOHN PHILLIPS, Eſq. 
and in the Name of the Town to thank him for the ſpirited 
and elegant ORATION this Day delivered by him, at the 
_ Requeſt of the Town, upon the ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
I DEPENDENCE OTT E UNITED STATES OF AMER- 
ICA—in which, according to the Inftitution of the Town, 
he con ſidered the Feeling Manners, and Principles which 
led to that great Nationa Event—and to requeſt of hima 
Copy thereof for the 7 2 75 mm 


Aug. | 35 27 . 
| WILLIAM COOPER, Ton. Cle. 


| GENTLEMEN, 


i 
* N J N 8 

3. 5 

: \ 
: # ; 


AE E Re 7 i; „ hs 1: Ee 2 me to 
ſubmi the ORATION Ye er delivered, to o their e. 


2 2 am, 
— — Gentlemen, 
; With the 3 Rabed. 


Pour obedient Servant, 
JOHN PHILLIPS, 
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BOSTON, Juux-$th; 7754. 
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Dri hase of fe and. l 


- minds is ever intereſting and auguſt. Uſefulneſs 

marks even their recreations ; and the object of 

their feſtivals is . 1 of their CO 8 
honor! 


| Taz ENDS of that m_ RE. our iy 


0 tion was born, when our independence of all earth- 
 Iy foreign power was proclaimed, is the moſt ex- 
alted occaſion for ſerious, deep reflection, for cor- 


: dial, grateful acknowledgment. | 


Tus day we conſecrate to the fame of our fa- 


thers' virtues, the principles of our revolution, and 


the riſing glory of our count. 


| Waaravies'! 3 more immediately | 
favoured the revolution, its diſtant cauſes we re- 
cognize in the conduct, and trace its remote ſource 
„ 5 26 $5.8. « N . ; | TRE = 
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from the character of our anceſtors. Their ſet- 
tlement in America is a phœnomenon in hiſtory. 
If we revert to ancient nations we find their 
origin diſguiſed by fidion, or inveloped in obſcu- 
rity. If we deſcend to more modern times and 
contemplate the birth of European empires, we 
behold fierce and unlettered barbarians pouring N 
forth in ſucceſſive ſwarms from the unexplored re- 


gions of the North, ſpreading havoc and deſolation 


in their progreſs, ſhrouding the. light of ſcience in 
thick clouds of ſuperſtition, and entailing thoſe 
fetters of ſlavery, which the convulſive efforts of 


their poſterity to unrivet, now crimſon their ſoil 


with blood. Similar horrors marked the entrance 
of the Spaniards on the ſouthern continent. T 0 
ſatiate the demands of unbounded avarice, two 
opulent and peaceful empires, conſiſting of mil. 
lions of poliſhed and intelligent people, abounding 
with monuments of art and induſtry, with luxuri- 


ant fields and magnificent cities, the choſen ſeats | . 


of cultivation and plenty, were ravaged, depopu- 
lated, and deſtroyed. The laws of hoſpitality, : 
liberally obſerved by a beneſicent people, were 
baſely violated, and the croſs vplified to 1 
the moſt atrocious crimes. 0 


e wk the coodu8t 7 uch þ 
turers, 


OO RATION 4 1 
: turers, what examples of moderation, juſtice and | 
magnanimity did our anceſtors exhibit. | Among | | 
them are ſeen no vagrant miſcreants roaming in | Y 
foreign climes in purſuit of that wealth which ig- : 
norance or vice prevented them from acquiring in . 
their own ; but illumined and diſcerning minds, 1 
prompted by the nobleſt of motives, the attain- 
ment of civil and religious liberty, relinquiſhing 
eſtates, kindred and country, traverſing a widely 
extended ocean, encountering unaccuſtomed in- 
clemencies of ſeaſon, inhoſpitable wilds, and all „ 
the uncertainties of an infant ſettlement. Regard- © | 
| leſs of royal grants or nugatory charters, the fport | | 
of philoſophy, and the ridicule of reaſon, they oc- | 
cupied no portion of the ſoil until they had ex- | 4 
changed with its poſſeſſors an ample equivalent. „ 
Inſtead of ſpreading miſery and deſolation in the 355 
abodes of happineſs and peace, they inſtructed the [ 


ſavage natives in the arts, and ſupplied their wants 
with the conveniences of civilized life. They tem- 
pered their ferocious manners by diſſeminating 
among them the truths of that religion, whoſe pre- 
cepts are peace, and whoſe foundation is humanity. 
SENSIBLE of the value of that liberty which they 
had made ſo many ſacrifices to attain, their firſt at" - 
tention was pointed to the means of ſecuring it for : 
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their children. Hence originated thoſe LEY | 
ſtitutions, which. have diffuſed a degree of infor- 
mation unknown in thoſe enſlaved countries where 
learning, like other natural rights, has been mo- 
nopolized by the few, only to multiply, to ſubtil- 
ize, and refine. the miſeries of the many. Hence 
alſo thoſe diſtributive laws, which render the poſ- 
ſeſſion of property comparatively equal. With us 
no elder born excluſively riots on the ſpoils of pa- 
trimonial induſtry, no nerveleſs arm or vacant head 
burleſques a title conferred by public admiration 
on a wiſe or valiant anceſtor. Intelligence, induſ- 
trious habits and ſocial equality were the legacies 
which our fathers tranſmitted to their poſterity, and 
experience has proved them more powerful pre- 
ſeryatives from oppreſſion and hs than un- 
bounded opuience or veteran armies. . 


| ALTHOUGH perſecution cauſed the erat to 
ie this country, its inhabitants ſtill cheriſhed the 
k warmth of filial affection to the parent ſtate. This 
1 vas evinced by a patient acquieſcence in a mo- 
5 nopoly of trade, and many arbitrary reſtrictions on 
mmanufactures. Even when the deſpotic edict was 
= 4: iſaed, which declared her right to bind her colo- 
| - nies in all caſes whatſoever, their firſt recourſe was 


I 

= |: to ſupplication and entreaty. In vain, however, . 
ix 5 „„ they addreſs the N and eee of 
= V Britain, 


gp 
F is 


| „ O RATIO N. PE On 
Britain, and conjure * by che ties of Kd 
only to lighten the accumulate load of oppreſ- 
fon. In vain did they approach her with humble 
petition and teſpeAtful' remonſtrance : to petition, 
ſhe replied by injury; to remonſtrance, ſhe an- 
ſwered by arms. That flame, which affection and 
prudence had ſo long repreſſed, now burſt forth 
with irreſiſtible fury. Reiterated i injuries and mul-- 
tiplied | oppreſſion, had enkindled an enthufiaſm 
uncontroled by the idea of impraRticability or dan- 
ger, and at a moment when veteran armies were | 


ravaging our coaſts, and triumphant fleets mena- 


cing our ſhores, the birth of our nation was an- 
- nounced. America ſent up an approving, exulting 
ſhout, her morning ſtars ſang for joy, while the 
reſponſive earth echoed their melodious notes with 
Bog emulation. ” | 


1 illuſtrious patriot, es name firſt fanc- 
tioned the auguſt decree, which gave exiſtence to 
an empire, cannot be recollected without mingled 


emotions of grief and admiration. That voice no, 


ſleeps in eternal ſilence, whoſe animated flrains, in 

yonder hall of liberty, once rouſed your tardy re- 

- ſentments, and impelled your ſouls to Heroic reſo- 

lution. That heart, whoſe expanded affections em- 
braced all your concerns with the ardor of patriot- 
„„ | iſm, 
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iſe, now lies onal by the clod of the es 
His illuſtrious deeds are. engraven on - the. hearts 
of his countrymen, and ſhall be called to grateful 
recollection, oft as the annual acclamations of 
emancipated myriads ſhall hail. the return. of this 
auſpicious day, which conſecrated a new era in the 
annals of e Aw | 


F 8 


Tnar reliance on the Supreme Ruler of the uni- 
verſe expreſſed in the firſt national act, and which | 
marked the conduct of our rulers during the whole 


ſtruggle for freedom, will account for their conſiſ- 
tent ſteady attention to the public welfare, at the ex- 
penſe of all party views, or private conſiderations. 


Enthuſiaſm, excited by the fervid heat of tranſient 
patriotiſm, may ſerve as a temporary ſubſtitute for 


religion, but can never permanently ſupply its 


place. Men of ſuperior talents, uncontroled by 


any principle ſtronger than the impulſe of paſſion, 


ruſh with equal ardor into oppolite extremes, ex- 
hibit the moſt ſublime and moſt atrocious actions, 
and inſpire alternate love and deteſtation. But the 5 
uniform inflexible patriot, equally qualified to diſ- 
play the magnanimous energies requiſite in the 
tempeſtuous ſeaſon of public calamity, or the mild- 
er virtues which ſccure happineſs in the calm of 
peace, regardleſs of airy fame, or the gratification, 

„ 1 


5 . 


„„ Þ 
of momentary popular humours, ſtill makes the 
unerring rule of rectitude his guide, and appealsfor 
approbation to his Gop. Characters like this adorn- 
ed the American revolution, and preſerved unanim- 
ity unparalleled i in the hiſtory of any other coun- 
try. Among the firſt of theſe we rank the venera- 
ble ſage, who, after a long unſullied life of patriotic 
-Jabours, now dignifies the firſt office in this State, 
by the unabated exertion of ernennen 2 
and virtues. | 


0 CONTEST, originating in the pureſt motives, 

was crowned with the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs, 

and the ninth revolving ſeaſon beheld our country 
in the complete poſſeſſion of proces libert y, and in- 
dependence. | 


| I could not be . 5 men that i in 5 
tumultuous years of reſiſtance, they ſhould have 
been able to ordain and erect thoſe perfect modes 
of government, that ſhould remain the permanent 5 
pillars of civil liberty. Nor can it ſurpriſe | us, that 
the firſt moments of quiet after recent convulſion, 
| ſhould not ſuddenly furniſh the means of ample 
reward to the meritorious. But relaxation, debil- 
ity, and diſunion too ſtrongly marked the ſucceed- 
ing period. Our country beheld with too great in- 


d&ffere ace men who, to ſcourethe freedom and peace 
. | of | 
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of its citizens, had encountered the hardſhips of the 
field, the perils and viciſſitudes of war, ſinking un- 
rewarded into indigence and wretchedneſs. This 
neglect compelled them to ſacrifice the evidence of 
their demands againſt the public, and to this ſource 
may be traced that injuſtice, the odium of which 
diſcontented minds have, with ſedulous aſſiduity, 
attempted to throw on the preſent government. A 
government which, like moſt human bleſfngs, is 

undervalued only by thoſe who enjoy its benig- 
nant influence. Its baſis, a conſtitution fabricated 
by the collected wiſdom of the continent, by thoſe 
ſages and heroes, whoſe united prudence and va- 
tour had emancipated their country from the yoke 
of foreign oppreſſion. A conſtitution not ſudden 
ly reſorted to, as a refuge from internal convul - 
ſion, or a ſafeguard from foreign violence, but 
| calmly diſcuſſed and deliberately adopted by an 
illumined people, when the voice of faction had 
| "00 been huſhed, and the mild whiſpers . . 
were heard n the land. 55 


"Tis united voice of the ale 1 * 
ſummoned to preſide in the national government, 
that illuſtrious patriot, whoſe ſucceſsful efforts in 
the field had ſo often conducted their armies to 
victory. The exalted head, which had been en- 
circled by; a more verdant laurel than that which 
adorned 


A* 0 R A 1771 O „ | 13 


| aloe the FIND of F abius, now wears a wreath N 
more glorious than that which dignified the tem- 
ples of Solon. The unequalled General ſtands 
the unrivalled ſtateſman. To draw a juſt portrait 
© of a character ſo exalted is equally beyond the lim- 
its of the occaſion and the abilities of the ſpeaker. 
Before an aſſembly of Americans the attempt is 


unneceſſary. To them the name of Was nix ro, 


the ſplendor of his actions, and the glory of his 
virtue, are inſcribed on every public ſcene which is 
intereſting either in recollection or in proſpect. 
And the eulogium, which their mingled gratitude, 
eſteem and admiration demand, is as much above 
the power of language to expreſs, as the rewards 
5 due to his piety, magnanimity and patriotiſm ex- | 
ceed the recompenſe of all terreſtrial crowns and 
honors. _ 


An effects of the event we this ip commemo- 
rate were not confined to our own country, but 
ſoon extended acroſs the atlantic. The proſpe& 
of humbling a powerful rival induced an arbitrary 
prince to aid the American cauſe with numerous 
armies and powerful fleets, exhibiting the paradox- 
ical appearance of ſlavery fighting the battles of 
freedom. The ſubjects of deſpotiſm ſoon imbibed 

the principles they were employed to defend, and 

G the _ which flamed i in the American 


: | boſom. 
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boſom. Surrounding circumſtances led to rallies 
tions highly unfavorable to their own ſituation. 


; They perceived the tree of liberty profuſely water- 
ed with their blood, its foliage ſpreading, yet yield- 


ing them no ſhelter, its fruit hlooming and mel- 


loving in luxuriance, yet denied the delicious taſte, 
it excited no paſſion but deſpair. . When the man- 
date of their ſovereign ſummoned them to their 


native ſhores a deeper horror ſeemed to ſhade the 
darkneſs of deſpotiſm. They beheld with min- 
gled grief and indignation a people i in the moſt | 


fertile country of Europe, amid the profuſion of 
the bounties of nature, obliged to live on the glean- 
ings of their own induſtry, The ſcanty pittance, | 


ſaved from the exactions of arbitrary power, yield- 
ed by ignorance and ſuperſtition, to ſatisfy the 


boundleſs demands of a rapacious clergy. A king- 
dom converted to a baſtile, in which the mind was 
impriſoned by a triple impenetrable wall of ignor- 

_ ance, ſuperſtition and deſpotiſm. The fervid ſpirit 


which glowed within them, ſoon pervaded their 


country, and threatened deſtruction to their gov- 


ernment. On the firſt favorable contingency, the 
enthuſiaſtic energies of reviving freedom burſt the 
cearments which had confined it for two thouſand 


years, and the gothic fabric of feudal abſurdity, 


with all its i pageants, coloſſal pillars and 


5 . | 


ſ 


AN 0 R A FT I O N. 1 15 


. ptive e che 3 and veneration 
_ of ages, was ane levelled with the duſt. 


aj fo aſtoniſhed world we, with 19 5 
tion the ſtupendous wreck. They beheld With 
pleaſing exultation the fair fabric. of freedom riſing 
in ſimple proportion and majeſtic grace upon | the 
: mighty ruin. The gloomy horrors of deſpotiſm | 
fled before the ſplendid effulgence of the ſun of 
| liberty. The potent rays of ſcience pierced the 
miſt of. ignorance and error, 10 republican viſions 

were realized, and the reign of reaſon appeared to 
commence i its ſplendid progreſs. But the whirl- 
| wind of diſcord threatened to raze the fabric from 
"2h foundation. The lowering clouds of contention. 
hung around and darkened the horizon, . F ayette, 
the apoſtle of liberty, was abandoned by the peo- 
ple whom he. ſaved, and became a victim to deſpo- 
tic cruelty and cowardice. The damp poiſonous 
exhalations of a gloomy dungeon now encircle and 
chill that boſom, whoſe philanthropy was coexten- 
five with the univerſe, whoſe patriotiſm no power 
could extinguiſh, no dangers appal. But illu- 
| minated by the rectitude of thy heart and the mag- 
nanimity of thy virtue,the trickling dews of thy priſon 
walls, ſhall ſparkle with more enviable luſtre than 
the moſt luminous diadem that mpg on the 
brow of the * emperor. CN Don 
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duce an example of ſo great convulſion unattended 


Caxpon will make every allowance for the ir- 


me of an immenſe people who were pre- 


cipitated into inſurrection by the extreme of na- 


tional calamity. Who had not been pre viouſſy 


prepared for a revolution by the flow progreſſive 


| improvements of education. They poſſeſſed bo 
happy conſlitution, including within itſelf the ſafe 


and ro means of, redrefling ſuch” abuſes as 
ces as an 3 of e must pro- 
produce 3 in the beſt ſyſtem of government. Their 
political inſtitutions, the accumulated abuſes of 


ages were ſo entirely corrupt, that they would ad- 
mit of n no reform, nor could any remedy be appli- 
ed leſs powerful than regeneration. In attempting 
this work they were oppoſed by thoſe 2 numerous or- 
ders of clergy and nobility, who had ſo long mo- 


nopolized the wealth and power of the nation, and 


by the ſelfiſh deſigns of thoſe artful, factious men, 


who are continually raiſing. popular commotions, 


that they may by them accompliſh their deteſtable 


purpoſes. While perplexed with theſe internal 
difficulties, they were attacked from without by nu- 


merous armies of combined kings, whoſe avowed 


obje& was the reſtoration of that tyranny ſo recent - 
Iy baniſhed. Will. the hiſtory of | paſt ages pro- 
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of information few, and thoſe diſcoloured by party 


Great as theſe e 
been, are not the annals of ſucceſsful deſpotiſm 
| Blackened with ſtill deeper horror ? Remotely ſitu- 
| ated as we are from the ſcene of action, our ſources 


and corrupted by faction, we cannot determine 


| where to cenſure or how far to applaud. This 


uncertainty muſt remain until the tumult of paſſion 
has ſubſided and facts ſhall be fairly NIE | 


beers the TOY! of an an oa: hiſtorian. 2 
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wo Gun ide 400 "he higheſt ts remains a 


to be determined by the event of the preſent Eu- 


| ropean conteſt. A queſtion, „which affects not 


France, not the preſent age only, but which em- 
braces the intereſt of the whole European world 


and its remoteſt poſterity. Should that nation be 
ſubdued by external force. or internal treachery, 


the tyrants who now. totter on their thrones, will 


exult in perfect ſecurity, and the ſhackles of llave- 
ry be more firmly rivetted on the ſubjects of their 


arbitrary governments. But ſhould ſucceſs crown 


their efforts, and republicaniſm, unſullied by an- 
archy, be eſtabliſhed among them, deſpotiſm will 15 


be deſtroyed, and the principles or SUES 
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Siraseszs öh an immenſe coccan. we fondly | 
W remain unſhaken by the convulſions of 
Furope. But the. depredations made on on our late 
flouriſhing commerce, has defeated the illuſory ex- 
pedctation. Piratical ſpoliations have been com- 
mitted under colour of à Britiſh edict unf 
in the laws of nature or nations. The ſavages of | 
the ocean have crept from their lurking place and 
| ſeized with relentleſs hands our unwary mariners. 
With fearful apprehenſion we beheld a dark cloud 
ſpread itſelf over our hemiſphere and threaten to 
pour forth a deluge of miſery on our devoted 
mores. But the cloud is broken and ſcattering. 
The Mediterranean again impriſons che barbarians | 
| 1 and we truſt that pacific negociation will 
| "procure retributive Juſtice Hou "Bevan," wok 
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de wealth will again open and the e prclif 

c pour from both Tndias in plentiful abundance: The 
bu) hum of men already pervades our cheerful 
teen bat crovded ports echo the ſhouts of hur- 
| tried ſeamen, 6 merce whitens « ur ſeas, and re- 
ſoicing Ceres ſpreads the gifts of harveſt oe. 
Huxtriane oer our ferdle 0-1 Ag b 
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5 ous Sins | Held not "by china 8 from 
18: unwilling kings, but the bountiful gift of the Au- 
15 thor of Nature. The exuberance of your popula- 8 


7 tion is daily divetting the dreary defart of its rude. 


- attire, and ſplendid cities riſe to cheer the gloomy 2 
| wilderneſs. You have a government deſervedly 

ok celebrated as giving the ſanctions of law to the - 

precepts o of reaſon,” preſenting, inſtead of the rank 


luxuriance of natural licentiouſneſs, the corrected 1 


ſweets of civil liberty. You have fought the bat- 
tles of freedom and enkindled that ſacred flame 
Which now glows with vivid fervor through the = 
| greateſt empire in Europe. We indulge the ſan-⸗ 


guine hope that her equal laws and virtuous con- 


dudt will hereafter afford examples of imitation to 
all ſurrounding nations. That the bliſsful period 
will ſoon arrive when man ſhall be elevated to his 
primitive character, when illuminated reaſon and 
| regulated liberty ſhall once more exhibit him i in 15 
©; the: image of his Maker. When all the inhabit- 
ants of the globe ſhall be freemen and fellow citi- 
zens, and patriotiſm itſelf be loſt in univerſal phi- z 
F lanthropy. Then ſhall volumes of incenſe inceſ- 
ſantly roll from altars inſcribed to liberty. Then 
ſhall the innumerable varieties of the human race 
unitedly *worſhip in her ſacred temple, whoſe pil- 
lars ſhall reſt on the remoteſt corners of the yowh, | 
1 bo whoſe arch will be the vault of heaven.” 
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